
Everyone Eats, Right? 
Kroger Grocery Card Promotion 

 
“Grocery and Gift Cards are available in Genesis Hall Commons after 

Mass today.” We have all heard this announcement at the end of every Mass for 
many years now for most of us. But what does this mean? If you have been at 
Redeemer for at least 8 years, you may be aware that the proceeds from the 
selling of these cards benefit Youth Ministry at Redeemer. So, how does it work? 

Probably the biggest question is “why 
should we buy these cards at Redeemer?” 
Well, the quick answer is that we earn a 
percentage of the sale of these cards. 
Some cards may give us back 2% while 
others can give us as much 13% back. 
The hope is that we can sell these cards 
to raise money to be used in Youth 

Ministry at Redeemer so that the programs can be offered at a greatly reduced 
cost to our youth and their family. The prayer for the present and future is that no 
youth will be turned away from participating solely due to money. 

There is still effort on the part of our youth to participate and give back to 
our community but for some, that effort sometimes does not get them over that 
financial hump. This is not a handout but a helping hand to those youth who are 
very appreciative and humbled by the generosity of our Redeemer community. 
So here’s how it works. Let’s start with the Kroger grocery cards. We receive 5 
percent back for every card we sell. 

That means we receive $5 for every $100. In addition to that, we still 
receive 5 percent when a parishioner “reloads” (adds money) that card at the 
Kroger store, either at the register or at customer service. The beauty of this is 
that everyone’s got to eat, right? So why not use the Kroger cards we sell to raise 
money for Redeemer! Even if you do not shop regularly at 

Kroger, please consider giving this a “one time” try. We are not asking you 
to spend more money or even to give us extra money. All we are doing is asking 
parishioners to spend that same amount of money differently. This sounds simple 
but here are some of the top reasons why many do not buy Kroger cards. 
1. It takes too much time to get them after Mass. 
2. I want to buy them with my credit card to earn points. 
3. I do not like having leftover money on a card that I could possibly lose. 
These are all good reasons. Therefore, a new promotion will start to help address 
each reason. 

At each Mass the weekend of November 9th & 10th, each household will 
be given a $5 Kroger card to use at the store. This would eliminate the need to 
get a card after Mass. It is asked that each household “reload” the card with $250 
to spend on groceries or gas (YES, these cards can be used at the gas pumps 
too!). Also, personal credit cards can be used to reload the card so that points 
can be earned. This takes care of reasons #1 & #2. Any amount of money can be 



reloaded onto the card, which takes care of reason #3. If your normal grocery bill 
is around $165 then just reload the card to $150. This way, there is no money left 
on the card and the balanced can be paid another way; even your credit card can 
earn more points. Each time you return to shop for groceries, reload just under 
the amount you expect to spend because every little bit helps. This allows 
Redeemer Youth Ministry to earn 5% and points can still be earned on your 
personal credit card. The other great thing is that these cards can be reloaded as 
often as you like but make sure that it is reloaded BEFORE the items are being 
scanned at the register. Better yet, stop by customer service before you begin 
shopping. 

How much money are we really talking about? Redeemer has roughly 
1,200 registered households. If just 500 households reload a Kroger card with 
$250, Redeemer Youth Ministry would earn $6,250 for one month! And if those 
same households average $250 a month for a year, this would be $75,000 for 
that year! All of this could be done without having 
to wait in a line after Mass and still earning 
points on your personal credit card. However, 
the big picture is that we would be providing an 
opportunity for our youth to participate and grow 
in their faith without money being the main 
determining factor to participate. Even if only 250 
households use and reload a Kroger card as 
mentioned above, Redeemer Youth Ministry 
would still get $37,500 a year which is twice as much as what we are earning 
now. 

The last thought is this. There are no other fundraising efforts for Youth 
Ministry at Redeemer. The proceeds from the selling of the grocery and gift cards 
is the only source of revenue to balance the Youth Ministry budget while keeping 
the cost of programs down. One of the reasons that Youth Ministry do not 
participate in other fundraising is because there are already other groups that 
need to raise funds in a traditional way; such as Boy and Girl Scouts, Redeemer 
youth involved in high school activities such as athletics and music groups and 
so on. Trying not to hit the “same pockets” all of the time, selling of the grocery 
and gift cards give us a smart and creative way to earn money. As stated earlier, 
everyone has to eat, right? 

Please consider using these Kroger cards for groceries and gas. 
Remember, the weekend of November 9th & 10th at all Masses, every 
household will receive a $5 card to reload and use to help raise money for Youth 
Ministry. And every time you use that card, remember the great good and keep 
our youth in your prayers. Every little bit helps and as a faith community, we can 
accomplish a great deal. 
 
Peace, 
LeRoy Orie 
Youth Minister 


